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Programmes for the month of January
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Vid H K Narasimhamurthy- Violin

ovERET-Z|@on  Vidwan G S Ramanujan- Mridanga

QT SFhEomR'-Fe  Vidwan Raghunandan-Ghata
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January 11, 6 p.m./&S=0 11, o8 6 nowln
Swaramurthy V N Rao Memorial Programme
Dance Programmebased on Veene Sheshanna compositionsby
Vidushi Dr. Kripa Phadke
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Mangalore - Mysore Music Festival

January 13, 10am To 8 p.m /zs==0 13, 8¢8 1000% T8, 88=3R”
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10:00am to 11:15

Sri Aneesh V Bhat-Vocal, Pruthvi
Bhaskar-violin, P.S. Sridhar-mridangam
11:25 to 12:40

Smt Shreya Kolathaya- Vocal,
Shruthi-violin, P.S. Sridhar-mridangam
12:40 Lunch

1:30 to 2:45

Kum Divyashree-Vocal, Shruti-violin,
Nandan Kashyap- mridangam

2:55 to 4:10

Master Sadhgun Aithal-Mandolin,
Yashaswi-violin, Sayishivu-mridangam
4:20 to 5:35

Sri Krishna Pawan Kumar-Flute,
Sumanth Manjunath-violin, Sayishivu-
mridangam

5:45 to 7:45

Smt Prarthana Sai Narasimhan-Vocal,
Vaibhav Ramani-violin, Anoor Vinod
Shyam-mridangam,

S. Manjunath-Ghata
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10:00am to 11:30 - Sri Harish Pandav- Saxophone
11:30 to 1:00 - Kum Harini Ramesh- Vocal

1:00 - 2:00 Lunch

2:00 to 3:30 - Sri Sachin Hampe - Sarod

3:30 to 5:00 - Smt Chaitrika - Vocal
5:30to 7:00 PM - Kum Sanjana Koushik- Hindustani vocal
7:00 to 8:30 - Sri Keshav Chandra- Flute
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Sri. Janardhana.C.S. 3000/-
Sri. Kumar Swamy 10000/-
Sri. Sanjay 1000/-
Well wisher 1000/-
SmtK.S.Geetha 1000/-
Sri. Sathyanarayana Rao 1000/-
Dr.S.Sunderrajan 2001/-
Sri. Shelvanarayana 1000/-
Dr. Nalini Chandar 5000/-
Dr. Ravi M.N & Sandhya Rao 10,000/-
Sri. N.Sreenath 2000/-
Sri. Santhosh Koulagi 2000/-
Prof. S. Ravi 4000/-
Prof. B.K.Viswanath 5000/-
Sri. Rohith Sastry 1000/-
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Siddhartha Kotian 500/
Smt. Pushpa Surendra 2000/
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Sri. Srinivasa Rangan. S 5000/
Dr. M.S. Bhaskar 1000/-
Sri. Omkar 1000/-
Smt Shushma. K.N 500/-
Sri Nataraj 500/-
Dr. Rameshwari Varma 500/
Smt Sunitha Rao 600/-
Sri Ram Mohan 500/-
Smt Kaveri Raman 500/-
Smt Bhagyalakshmi. K 1000/
Smt. Latha Deshpande 1000/
Prof Mysore V Subramanya  60000/-
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One day, in the mid-nineteen
twenties, G V. Narayanaswamy lyer,
the Headmaster of the Hindu High
Schooal, Madras, had aburning problem
to discuss at some length with his
distinguished visitor, who happened to
beAriyakudi Ramanujalyengar. lyer's
son, “Mani”, was aprecociouslad and
had developed a disquieting habit of
always occupying his spare time with
music. His enthusiasm and spirited
singing somehow endeared himto many
peopleand hewasperpetudly inveigled
away to sing at any function in the
vicinity. Of course, this did not really
interferewith hisschool studies. But
even an infatuation has its limits.
Mani was now approaching the age
when the voice tends to break and
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when, too, he would have to make
up his mind and concentrate on a
course leading to a prosperous and
“respectable” life. In these circum
stances, might it not beadvisabletotry
to wean him away from music?

Ariyakudi asked the lad to sing.
After listening for awhile, he gravely
saidtothefather, “| fed that you should
notinterfere, but allow himto follow
up hiszest for music. It istrue that he
is at an age when the voice comesto
its natural form; also that he sings
rather fast. But in due course both
will settle down of their own accord;
and | should say the boy has a great
future.” We do not know whether
Ariyakudi’s counsel was redly the
turning point in Balasubramaniam’s
life. Anyway, what he said proved
prophetic.

Narayanaswamy lyer, as well as
being a respected teacher, was the
Secretary of the venerable Partha
sarathiswami Sangita Sabhaand was
considered oneof the pillarsof musical
culture in Madras. His inclinations,
naturally, were on the severely
conservative side. Any musician who
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earned an appreciative nod from lyer
was almost as elated as one of his
students who scored high marks.
Still, the responsibilities of afather
overriding the predilections of the
connoisseur in him, he had his doubts
about the rightness of the coursehis
son was set upon. He tried once or
twice, unsuccessfully, to stem thetide.
By this time Mani had completed his
way to his ultimate Honours in
Literature at the Christian College.
The father’s last intervention was
when, after gaining the Honours
degree, Mani was persuaded to deposit
the fee to pursue a Law degree. The
call of music presumably becametoo
strong for him at this point and he was
carried away on its current. lyer
threw up his hands in despair,
exclaiming, “If itiswrittenin hisfate
that he must earn hisliving by music
only, who am | that | should seek to
prevent it?”

Thus G. N. Balasubramaniam’s
musical life ran like an unbroken
stream even from his early days. Its
course was steady and rapid, though
not meteoric. Contrary to accepted
prognostications, the graduate who
mademusic hisprofession, singingwith
anenergeticandthrilling style, gathe
red in no timealargecircleof admirers,
who affectionately abbreviated his
name to the three letters, “GN.B”.
Hewas soon acelebrity, appearing at
ahigh premiumintheconcert hdls, and
thisled to some spectacular episodesin
hislife—heplayedfeatured rolesin a
couple of Tamil film hits, in which
he acted with such prominent artistes
as Vasundhara Devi (mother of
Vyjayanthimala) and M. S. Subbu
[akshmi, and won the President’ sAward
and the much coveted Sangita
Kalanidhi of the Madras Music
Academy, and ahogt of lesser honours.
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Two factors have principally
contributed to his success: first, the
pleasant voice, the breezy style, the
easy delivery ornamented with fast-
fluttering rolls, or birkas as they are
called, in which he indulges with
effortless nonchalance; second, the
personality. Despite the ravages of
illnesses, the tall fair-complexioned
G.N.B., adorned with his glittering
diamond ear-studs and dressed in
spotless white khadi, still cuts a
handsomefigureonthe platform. It will
hardly be incorrect to describe him as
amatinee idol of the musical world
of his early days. And the fair sex
still outnumberstherest at hisrecitas.
The picture of the handsome figure
withthelively, effervescent expression
and dightly flamboyant style has so
firmly impressed itself on the minds of
most of hisadmirersthat they do not
easily take in the fact that he is 52
already. The abiding illusion of his
changelessyouth is often disconcert
ing to GN.B. himself, when his fans
make demands for features which
werethe highlights of hismusicsome
decades ago. “ These people seem to
forget that their GN.B. has grown in
years and his music has grown with
him,” says he. “It is regrettable that
the musical ideas and tastes of
people do not develop with their
years.”

Naturally, the modalities of his
music have undergone achange with
age. It is true that his voice—parti
cularly in the upper reaches—is hazy
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and haslost some of itssparkle. He has
to gather momentum to nego-tiate
some high points, which he once
sang effortlessly. But in the middle
register thevoiceisrichintimbre and
imparts a distinctively masculine
quality to hismusic.
Baasubramaniamisamodernin a
field strongly dominated by tradition.
Neverthel ess, he isnot detached from
this. Hisinherent love for music was
nurtured during his formative years
by the congenial atmosphere of a
home ringing with the songs of the
stalwarts of the period, who were
frequent visitors. He had hisinitiation
from hisfather and later came under
the influence of Madurai Subrahma-
niayya, ascion of the Tyagargjafamily,
considered nolessaperfectionist than
apurist. When aDiplomacoursein
music was introduced in Madras
University, GN.B. abandoned the idea
of a Law degree and was one of the
first batch of students to be trained
by the late “Tiger” Varada-chariar.
Despite such courses of training,
which were not in strict accordance
with the ancient gurukula system,
G.N.B. has not stood aloof from
tradition. But with him its pers-
pectives are tempered with realism.

To be continued in the next issue

Tillana-January 2019



BRFO 20NY TODHFTFT TR IITL

8¢ 20. ©F cTPTIONHD BIL & W.OF AT W¥BT IIVIQ.

L9 @ D RREQOTTOE WET ¢ ACTOTE Toe WRT IILTY.

. OIS WePpLWOR  OF TV Torhd B, ¥, T OF 000

. & BhHmoTOR B,

. 0TS P, To0TY P[OBEITIO DWTD DF.DF. FWOTLWToT0NR WTT
SOLIMI

6. 3¢ Q. IPHOMPTMTEHO BT BAYT LTYT DR VWY W, BAT

A S

pust) pas)

Napiay QT BOLTEY, @oﬁoc@ ©R0 IITY.

- S

7. S0 DR TOTITR @563 T, TOTTA BT SILTY.

8. 5eNE VT TOFIY YW W.D. ST U@wﬁ&s ©=T 35w5@

9. B BROT TR QWIFTD (Dl IF.BT. FTHERSF, Ol §.8T°. a"uaeaaf
TOMD Wo. D). TONOLEF, . THW 30RTT) VBT 23.63.T9TV0EITO
®RT ITLTY.

10. 8eDE B DX WTLF VI WY W DT YOLOBTW, VBT IIWTY

IL33® 3 Fox, & awesd.

B3CO0RBTY BN
MTLRTIEONY TOF) BT TONTD FPONFFR J0ZREBIL) OBLOTOMT
T OW0T CRTRORNAOT DO, VLY, ABFORITNT. STV LR0F WRTBIT
QYT TOMR DTVETVT TORFFT [, BRNPOTON & TETY FoODF TIOTTY,
SBRZROB TRV IFOMIET. MOTPRTER Q0T BB TORNT ITH)
3eT0 VNN,
YTOT FCHFBFF, TN
QeF BeReg, QAT DA ROWOTT', TIVFWIT Qe DWYT 0 B ST
WOROMOT TN MO[IITSON IVPFHTY TN DRT SN 23 &8
JpTOONERTOR” WF/T BROTY YT TER TR YLTT@IN T AR
STwendedond TPFROYes.
Q3 wHT THOTQ womd FOREFRL TROdRCR
FRF 15,000 o JWWRHTT TROT wOW  TIORFTTITI), TR B
WIOT. DUFS ), BRTY FUINTT SOPODTY, BTO0WAT. BNIONT/3LONTN
BUFR, TDODFTHBI), BERJRIWIVW. Bmonde 83 AWIY IN0T ORI
eﬁéeeoioéﬁ BIFOTNN.

WP IOTIN
MOSLRTECCH BONE3 5@323 FoB30H é)mzsf;bFojwcS Bl 0TS wéw DBona
BIPTOZ DTHF. AW 006z ©WT SRTT SOTS” Qdeldn ITT
BT QT BONCT FILYITY NTON DRV DT WA TOZTONTRS.

SRR - wWIRO 2019 41



To, Book Post,
Printed matter only

If not delivered please return to: Ganabharathi (R), Veene Sheshanna Bhavana,
Adichunchanagiri Road, Mysore-5700023Reg. No. KA/SK/Mys/94/2018-2020, RNI: 58200/93

Licenced to post without prepayment,
Licence No. SK/IWPP/MYS/170/2018-2020, Posted on 26th of every month at
Saraswathipuram H.O Mysuru-570 009

Edited by Shylaja (Mob: 9900063273)

Printed by Harsha Printers, Basaveswara Road, 15th Cross, 0821-2332176 Mysore 570004,
Published by C G Marasimhan for Ganabharathi(R), Veene Sheshanna Bhavana,
Kuvempunagar, Mysuru -570023 (Phone: 0821-2560313)



